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Sir: 

Applicants submit this Second Information Disclosure Statement to supplement their 
Information Disclosure Statement filed initially with this application on May 5, 2005. Pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98, the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08 are submitted for 
consideration by the Examiner in the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

The full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested and encouraged. Also, it is respectfully requested that the references be entered- into 
the record of the present application and that the Examiner place his or her initials in the 
appropriate area on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08, thereby indicating the Examiner's 
consideration of each of the references. 

The submission of the references listed on the Form PTO/SB/08 is for the purpose of 
providing a complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are prior art 
to the invention claimed in the patent application. The right is expressly reserved to establish an 
invention date earlier than the above-identified filing date in order to remove any reference 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

Further, the submission of the references Js not to be taken as a concession that any 
reference represents art that is relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly, the 
right to argue that any reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant to an 
examination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expressly reserved. 
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The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

(X) within any one of the following time periods: (a) within three months of the filing date 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 
37 CFR 1.53(d); (b) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.491 of an international application; (c) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits; or (d) before the mailing of a first Office Action after the 
filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 

( ) after (a), (b), (c) or (d) above, but before the mailing date of a final action under 
37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.31 1, or an action that otherwise 
closes prosecution in the application, and includes one of: 

() the Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" 
below). 

or 

( ) the fee of $ 1 80 set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

( ) after the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR 1.113 or a Notice of Allowance 
under 37 CFR 1 .31 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and 
on or before payment of the issue fee, and includes the Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 
(see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" below), and the fee of $180 as set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(p) (see "Fees" below). 

( ) after the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.31 1, and on or before 
payment of the issue fee, and within thirty days of receiving each item of information 
contained in the Information Disclosure Statement, and includes the Statement under 
37 CFR 1.704(d) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d)" below), and the fee of $180 as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

NOTE: This is for original applications except applications for a design patent, filed on or 
after May 29, 2000, wherein a paper containing only an Information Disclosure Statement 
in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98 is being filed. 



Copies of the References 

() Copies of the references listed on the enclosed Form SB/08 are enclosed herewith. The 
U.S. Patent documents are listed and copies are not required herewith to discharge duty of 
candor requirements in view of the PTO rules pertaining to Information Disclosure 
Statements. 

Comments for the Examiner's Independent Review and Consideration: 
To assist the Examiner, the cited RE 37,711 is listed as a counterpart to Japanese patent 
publication JP-1 1-501 977A; and USP 5,104,905 is, on present information and belief, a 
counterpart to JP-02-202948A. 

The JP patent documents have already been disclosed together with the International 
Search Report. To the extent available, English Abstracts of all but two of the JP patent 
documents accompanied the previously filed Information Disclosure Statement. For 
instance, an English language counterpart to JP-1 1-501977A (U.S. Patent No. 5,773,484 
and an English language counterpart to JP-51-122193A (U.S. Patent No. 4,122,049) were 
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cited in accordance with PTO disclosure rules. The Examiner will see the English 
language counterparts listed as 'family' members to their respective corresponding JP 
patent publications. 

The Examiner is invited to consider the present specification at, for instance, page 2, line 
13 to page 3, line 3 and also page 3, lines 4-10, where two of the JP patent documents are 
discussed. 

A copy of the International Search Report has previously been provided along with the 
Information Disclosure Statement filed herein on May 5, 2005. 

( ) A copy of the Supplementary Partial European Search Report is enclosed herewith. 

( ) The references listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08 were previously identified in the 
parent application(s) of the present application, and copies of the references were 
furnished at that time. Accordingly, additional copies of the references are not submitted 
herewith, so as not to burden the file with duplicate copies of references. The Examiner 
is respectfully requested to carefully review the references in accordance with the 
requirements set out in the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure. In accordance with 
37 CFR 1.98(d), the details of the parent application(s) relied upon for an earlier filing 
date under 35 USC 120 in which copies of the references were previously furnished are 
set out below: 



U.S. APPLICATIONS 


Status (check one) 


U.S. Applications 


U.S. Filing Date 


Patented 


Pending 


Abandoned 


1. 










2. 










3. 











Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 



( ) The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign patent application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
the Information Disclosure Statement. 

( ) The undersigned hereby states that no item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign patent application, and, to the knowledge of the undersigned after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) 

( ) The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart application and that this communication was not received by any individual 
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designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

Fees 

(X) No fee is owed by the applicant(s). 

( ) The IDS Fee of $180 under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) is enclosed herewith. 



Method of Payment of Fees 

( ) Attached is a check in the amount of $180.00. 

() Charge Deposit Account No. 06-1135, under Order No., in the amount of $0.00. (A 
duplicate copy of this communication is enclosed for that purpose.) 

Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

(X) If any additional fees are owed in connection with this communication, please charge 
Deposit Account No. 06-1 135. (A duplicate copy of this communication is enclosed for 
that purpose.) 



Instructions as to Overpayment 

(X) Credit Account No. 06- 1 1 35. 
( ) Refund 



Respectfully submitted, 

FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 



Date: July 28, 2005 

Kendrew H. Colton 
Registration No. 30,368 

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE TO 
Customer No. 42798 

FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 
1801 K Street, NW, Suite 401 L 
Washington, DC 20006 
Tel: (202)419-7000 
Fax: (202)419-7007 
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Application Number 


1 0/53§^BI 


Substitute for Form 1449A/PTO 




Filing Date 


May 5, 2005 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


First Named 


Nonaki TOKUYASU 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Art Unit 


Not Yet Assigned 


(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Examiner Name 


Not Yet Assigned 


Sheet 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 
3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year 
of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated 
on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 tf possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 



□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: • 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 
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